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LEADERS VOICE THEIR CONCERNS

“A cash economy and high-speed internet has changed the way we live, work, and socialize. While many rural Alaskans
enjoy the advantages of urban living, it is easy to see in an emergency, like the one we currently and collectively face,
those privileges, sometimes life-saving, do not benefit Alaskans and rural Americans equitably…. The cost of 6Mbps
download residential service with a 40GB monthly data cap in Bethel is $165/month and in Kotzebue $150/month. In
Dillingham the cost is $165/month for 6Mbps download and 100GB data cap. This makes it cost-prohibitive for the
average family in rural Alaska to purchase high-speed Internet. That can leave 82 percent of Alaskan communities
without an affordable option to provide distance education to children or the option to telework.” Robert Beans,
Chair – Andrew Guy, President/CEO at Calista Corporation – March 20, 2020

“SWAMC recognizes the great value of a project like PDI's, given the strong need for broadband access is critical to
enhance economic development and support ongoing educational efforts as well as other business opportunities in our
region. Much of our region will not see this occur without the Aurora HTS system as they are not, nor will they be, served
by the GCI undersea cable project that will connect 7 of our 55 communities to the critically needed service. There is no
one size fits all solution to Alaska’s broadband needs, and the PDI project is clearly the answer to much of our region
and the State.” Shirley Marquardt, Executive Director at SWAMC – January 10, 2021
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Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 

Governor Dunleavy, 

The Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference (SWAMC) is pleased to continue to lend its full support to 
the Pacific DataPort Inc. ("PDI") Aurora high throughput satellite (HTS) project, and SWAMC is 
encouraged by its significant progress toward our longtime goal of providing affordable broadband 
services to all of Alaska. The PDI project is on track to come into service in the next 12 months or less, 
and it will fulfill a pressing need for affordable, upgraded internet to the many communities in our 
region that will not be served by an expanded terra or new undersea broadband cable.  

SWAMC is a non-profit regional economic development organization for most of Southwest Alaska. 
SWAMC was formed out of the common economic and social interests of the region encompassing the 
Aleutians East Borough, the Aleutians West Census Area, the Bristol Bay Borough, the Dillingham Census 
Area, the Kodiak Island Borough, and the Lake & Peninsula Borough. In the 21st Century, true economic 
development is virtually impossible to achieve without access to high quality broadband service. It is 
even more vital in the SWAMC region because its communities are not connected by road to the rest of 
Alaska and the country. I believe the SWAMC region has been held back dramatically from real 
economic growth and diversification due in large part because of the lack of affordable broadband in 
many of its communities. Broadband has also become an important quality of life variable for young 
people wishing to remain in their communities, and for distance learning from grade school through 
University and Trade schools.  The COVID-19 Pandemic added a new level of need as schools closed, and 
health facilities, local governments and tribal organizations as well struggled to participate in Zoom and 
telephonic conferences with great frustration and limited success.    

SWAMC recognizes the great value of a project like PDI's, given the strong need for broadband access is 
critical to enhance economic development and support ongoing educational efforts as well as other 
business opportunities in our region. Much of our region will not see this occur without the Aurora HTS 
system as they are not, nor will they be, served by the GCI undersea cable project that will connect 7 of 
our 55 communities to the critically needed service.  There is no one size fits all solution to Alaska’s 
broadband needs, and the PDI project is clearly the answer to much of our region and the State. 

Economic	development	and	advocacy	for	Southwest	Alaska	
Economic	Development	District	(EDD)	and	Alaska	Regional	Development	Organization	(ARDOR)	
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15 January 2021

The Honorable Mike J. Dunleavy 
Governor of Alaska 
�Ĝ��ȱ��ȱ���ȱ	�������
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Governor Dunleavy;
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January 12, 2021 
  
To:          The Honorable Michael J. Dunleavy 
                Office of the Governor 
                550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1700 
                Anchorage, AK 99501 
  
Re:          Rural Alaska Needs Broadband 
  
Governor Dunleavy, 
  
Schools, health clinics and residents in rural Alaska deserve better and more affordable 
broadband options. Right now, residents that have an internet or broadband option available are 
paying extremely high prices; others can’t afford even a basic low bandwidth connection. Some 
have no option available at all to connect at home.  For too many families, their children’s 
education is suffering. For older Alaskans, their health care could be much better. Even when the 
pandemic is over, these limited at-home options mean that many Alaska Native children and 
families can’t access dual-enrollment college courses, enrichment programs, or post-secondary 
college classes.  We should be doing more. 
 
One option for rapid broadband deployment is satellite. This technology has improved greatly, 
but for some reason, Alaska telecoms have decided not to offer these new options. We must 
support a company like Pacific Dataport which is trying to bring connections to all of Alaska’s 
Native villages as quickly as possible.  Many school districts are in support of proposed 
legislation to offer a “Middle College” opportunity to their students, and bringing a satellite 
network online focused on rural Alaska means making that a reality for hundreds of students.  
 
Please consider investing state funds which will deliver affordable broadband infrastructure with 
100% coverage. This is the fastest and most appropriate solution to solve our homework gap and 
digital divide statewide. Alaskans deserve better. 
 
Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
  
  
Jamie Burgess, Superintendent 
Nome Public Schools 

Governor Murkowski
Alaska Tribal Broadband
OptimERA
SWAMC
Alaska Village Initiatives
Northwest Arctic Borough
Nome Public Schools 
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Alaska’s $2.4B Federal Funding for Broadband Buildouts  

$1,010,000,000 

$300,000,000 
$50,000,000 

$340,800,000 

$60,900,000 

$88,800,000 

$18,800,000 

$92,700,000 

$210,900,000 

$260,300,000 NTIA BEAD: $1.01B (future)

NTIA TBC RII: ~$300M (future)

USDA ReConnect RIV: ~$50M (future)

NTIA TBC RI $340.8M (regular distribution)

NTIA TBC RI $60.9M (equitable distribution)

NTIA Middle Mile: $88.8M

USDA ReConnect RI $18.8M

USDA ReConnect RII $92.7M

USDA ReConnect RIII $210.9M

USDA ReConnect RIV $235.3M
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Shawn Williams
907.440.1185

swilliams@pacificdataport.com
www.pacificdataport.com

Thank you!
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Shawn Williams is the VP of 
Government Affairs & Strategy for 
Pacific Dataport in Anchorage. He’s a 
44-year resident of Alaska and former 
Assistant Commissioner of Commerce 
for the State of Alaska. Shawn is a 
member of the Karuk Tribe of 
California, earned a BA in Economics 
at the University of Alaska, 
Anchorage, and an Executive MBA in 
Strategic Leadership at Alaska Pacific 
University.
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